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MOTHER RECEIVES
INFORMATION ABOUT
HER MISSING SON
COMMANDING OFFICER TELLS
TIME T/5 JOHN RAWLINGS
i
WAS LAST SEEN
j

OF

Lt. Col. Ivan W. Elliott, who w as the j
com m anding officer of the q u arte r
m aster division in which T/5 John F.
Rawlings served in Italy has w ritten
his m other, Mrs. Rosa Rawlings, a t
Bogota, telling of the incident which
resulted in the Jasper county boy |
being reported m issing in action.
“We do not know w hether he w as j
wounded, killed or captured by th e j
enem y,” Lt. E lliott w rites. “At pre- j
sent (M ay 12) we have no m eans of j
know ing ju st w h at did happen to him.
I would not wish to hold out to you
any false hope, but in the absence of
proof of his death, I think you would
be justified in entertaining hope th a t
your son is alive and will eventually
retu rn to his company.
“John w as leading a m ule pack
train returning to the organization af
ter com pleting a mission of delivering
: am m unition to th e forw ard troops.
During the return trip there w as heavy
!shelling by enem y fire and a flare
w as shot in the vicinity of w here
John w as la st seen. The area in which
j he w as operating w as m ined and al
th o u g h a p ath had been cleared there
| w as considerable difficulty in keeping
to this due to the heavy shelling. The
m ules were giving the m en a great
deal of trouble and John fell back to |
the rear. There w as a bend in th e j
!road and he w as seen to be rounding I
Ithis p art of the road w hen he w as
'lo st from sight of the forw ard men. j
“John’s action during this engage- !
j rnent w as exem plary and courageous !
| and I as well as the m em bers of the |
!b attalio n look upon him w ith great j
| respect for such courage and devotion I
ito duty.
“Every m em ber of this com m and
isincerely hopes and prays th a t no
Im isfortune befell John, and th a t he !
1will be able to rejoin us in the near
future. If any further inform ation is
obtained about th e sta tu s of your son.
John, it will be im m ediately forw arded
to you.”

